CHAPTER VI

NASEBY AND AFTER (1645-1646)

They said Ibis mystery never shall COU.HO : The priest promotes war, and Uic Boldior peace. WIUUM .BLAKE,

S'tta 5?? 8ypfo lyw

Iliad, xviii, 120,

I

1645 THE position of affairs in April 1645, while his opponents' new army was in the making, offered Charles his last chance, He had terribly lost caste with the country. Most of the high-minded gentlemen like Falkland and Northampton and Carnarvon, who had been with him at the start, had now fallen in the Held. Rupert had no longer his master's full confidence. The royal cause in the eyes of most men was represented by debauched ruffians like Goring and Sir Richard Grenville, and wandering troops of horse who plundered indiscriminately friend and foe, As the parliament forces improved the others degenerated. u Those under the king's command," Clarendon wrote bitterly, " grew insensibly into all the license, disorder and impiety with which they had reproached the rebels ; and they, again, into great discipline, diligence and sobriety ; which begot courage and resolution in them, and notable dexterity in achievement and enterprise. Insomuch as one side seemed to fight for morality with the weapons of confusion, and the other to destroy the king and government with all the principles and regularity of monarchy." The famous royalist cavalry were now definitely inferior to the best parliament horse. On the other hand the royalist
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